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Choose a bill that has been introduced in Congress (preferably in the last ten years). Write a paper describing how this bill became a law or did not become a law. The Cohen book will give you an idea on how to present your material and make your arguments. You will need to use sources such as the Congressional Quarterly Index, Congressional Committee Proceedings, and perhaps, local or national newspaper accounts concerning the legislation. You should choose a piece of legislation of “manageable size” and not major legislation like Social Security or Medicare/Medicaid. Your paper will need to deal with questions like:

· Why was the legislation important to the member of Congress who sponsored it?

· How did the committee system help or hurt the piece of legislation?

· Was the policy nationally or locally oriented?

· What was the role of the President?

· How did partisanship intervene in the process?

· Were interest groups important actors in the legislator’s thinking?

Writing Strategies  (read the Cronin pamphlet)

1. Write a brief outline explaining how you will attack the problem. Is the argument clear and concise? Rewrite the outline until you are satisfied that your ideas will be clear to another reader. This outline must be handed into me on the due date indicated in the syllabus.

2. Write a complete rough draft (your paper should be too long at this point). Edit this draft by eliminating “useless” words, awkward phrases, and material that is not crucial to your argument. Does this draft (1) pose the problem clearly, (2) provide theoretical/empirical evidence to support your claims, (3) recognize alternative viewpoints on the problem?

3. Set the paper aside for a few days. Reread your corrected rough draft. Are there parts that struck you as brilliant last week which now appear, well, less than brilliant? Revise or delete those sections. Is your spelling and grammar correct?

4. Make final (minor) changes. Turn in a paper that is 10-15 pages long (typed, double-spaced).
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