PSYCH 390.87: Statistics Tutoring in Psychology                 Fall 2006, code 2385 

Weekly group meeting Tuesdays 2:10-3:00 in 611HN seminar room
Professor: REBECCA FARMER HUSELID, Ph.D.                                 email: rhuselid@hunter.cuny.edu   

Office: 621 HN             Office hours: Tues.& Fri. 11:15-12:15, or by appointment    Phone: (212) 772-5561

The textbook used for PSYCH248: Statistics for the Behavioral Sciences by Gravetter & Wallnau (6th ed) will be needed for referral in this class, along with the SPSS Manual and Study Guide. If you do not have the 6th edition of the text, a copy can be loaned to you.  A desk copy is available for use during office hours as well as answers to all homework problems.  Please return loaned books at the end of the semester in good condition. 

COURSE OBJECTIVES: The goals for the course are that: 

1) you will provide accurate, patient, helpful tutoring to Psych248 students seeking assistance; 
2) you will work closely with one instructor as lab TA or administrative TA;
3) and that in the process you will learn a great deal more about statistical concepts and using computerized statistical programs than you knew prior to this course.  In addition, I hope this course will help you decide whether you are interested in a research or academic career in Psychology.  Finally, this seminar/practicum experience will be excellent preparation for graduate school in any area and it should help you obtain much stronger letters of recommendation.

COURSE POLICIES: 
EVALUATION.

There will be no exams in this course.  Grades in this course will be based on your attendance at weekly group meetings and your scheduled tutoring hours (25%), your performance of class-related duties for the instructor you assist as a TA (25%), your class presentation (25%), and the written progress reports and homework problems that you design (25%).  This course will require about 7-8 hours of time each week, a load considered normal for a 3-credit 300-level course.  
Your grade will be based on fulfilling course requirements and assignments.  Faithful attendance is expected at our weekly group meeting and during your scheduled tutoring hours.  You are also expected to perform TA duties with integrity (grading homework or computer assignments, assisting in lab).  If you cannot attend a meeting, please let me know why and arrange to meet with me at another time.   If you cannot make it to your scheduled office hours, please either arrange for someone to cover for you ( you may switch times with each other if you know of a conflict), or in case of illness or emergency call me or the Psych dept (772-5551,5552) so that we can post a note on the door of the tutoring room for students that may be waiting for you.  You may need to spend some time reviewing material to be prepared for homework questions and for computer assignment questions. 

TA ASSIGNMENT.  Every tutor will be assigned to either a Lab TA or Administrative TA position in one of the sections of 248.  Lab TA’s will attend the two-hour computer lab each week, assist students & the instructor during lab, and may be asked to do record keeping of lab assignments.  Administrative TA’s will be assigned to each section to help with tasks such as grading homework and entering scores in Blackboard (about 2-3 hrs per week).

PROJECTS.  
  ORAL PRESENTATION.  Each tutor will be asked to prepare and deliver one oral presentation that will involve teaching a statistical concept or a computer application.  This will be about a 10-minute presentation, that will include use of audiovisuals prepared in advance (i.e., handouts, overhead transparencies, power point slides), and will involve handling questions about the material.  You will give the presentation first in the weekly seminar for myself the other tutors, and afterward will give the presentation in a statistics class or lab.  Previous presentations have often been examples of real research studies from an Independent Study project or Experimental Psychology course where you collected and analyzed the data.  They could also be SPSS or computer-based, could be real studies someone else did or fictitious examples, or you might want to present several research designs and ask the students to identify which statistical test is appropriate for each.

  WRITING ASSIGNMENTS.  

* Progress Reports –Twice during the semester you will be asked to send me a written progress report (via email) on how things have been going for you during the tutoring hours, in your TA position, and working on the projects.    

* Homework Problems - Each tutor will be asked to design and turn in three original stat problems suitable for homework or exams that could be done using a calculator or using SPSS.  One problem should cover material from chapters 1-5, one from 6-11, and the final one from 12-17.  One of these problems could be the same as your presentation.   The problem must be written up so that the instructions are clear, the data provided, and the level of difficulty is appropriate.  A separate page with the answers or completed work should also be provided.  Speak with me if you have questions about this assignment.

FINAL REVIEW SESSION:

During the final week of classes or during Finals, you will be asked to pair with another tutor and offer a 90-minute review session to Psych248 Students.  This is similar to tutoring office hours, except held in the classroom in order to accommodate more students.  You will be given example problems (with solutions) from the key chapters in the text book to use if you wish.  No regular tutoring hours are expected after the last day of classes, but you can make up any office hours that you missed during the semester during finals week.

INTEGRITY.  You are expected to be absolutely honest and trustworthy.  Try to prevent incidents you see of plagiarism or cheating.  Assist students with homework problems or computer assignments, but don’t do it for them (see below).  Never give out material on exams or other “inside info” to another student.

ASSISTING STUDENTS WITH ASSIGNMENTS.  It’s OK for students to work together on homework or computer assignments, to compare answers with each other or check them with you.  It’s OK to show them how to set up a problem or the steps to perform.  However, try to get them to do as much as possible so that you can identify where they are making mistakes.  Also, they must put written all explanations in their own words.  
Date
Schedule for Weekly Meetings
9/5
Scheduling office hours & Getting Acquainted
9/12
SPSS basics & help menus; Blackboard grade book
9/19
Teaching one-to-one & small groups; handling difficult students

9/26
Review SPSS assignment 1

10/3
No class – Monday schedule       (PROGRESS REPORT #1 due by 10/5)
10/10
Presentations /Inferential stats demonstrations 
10/17
Presentations/SPSS hypothesis testing: one sample t-tests
10/24
Presentations/Independent & dependent t-tests
10/31
Review SPSS assignment 2
11/7
Presentations /writing good test questions/homework problems
11/14
Presentations / Communicating with faculty & peers
11/21
Presentations /review ANOVA & interaction terms 
11/28
Review SPSS assign 3 /schedule review sessions 
12/5
Preparing for review sessions/Chi-Square in SPSS
12/12
Discussion/teaching evaluation (PROGRESS REPORT #2 after your review session)
