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Abnormal Psychology Syllabus
Psy.  223 Section 051
Spring, 2006
Instructor: Dr. Tracy Dennis                                                      Office: North Building, Room 636
Class Meetings: T, TR 5:35 – 6:50 pm, Hunter West 117          Phone: (212) 650-3878
Office Hours: Tuesdays 4:00 – 5:00 pm or by appointment (to avoid waiting while other students meet with me, let me know that you are coming and I will set part of the time aside!)

E-MAIL: tracy.dennis@hunter.cuny.edu  
WEB PAGE: http://urban.hunter.cuny.edu/~tdennis
Course Description
This course serves as an introduction to the classification, diagnosis, and treatment of psychiatric disorders with an emphasis on different perspectives on mental illness. 

Course Objectives
1. Students will become familiar with the DSM system and the major disorders covered.

2. Students will be able to name and describe various methods of scientific inquiry utilized in assessing and diagnosing psychiatric classification of disorders.

3. Students will articulate how major psychological, biological, and sociocultural perspectives study abnormal behavior and intervene. 

4. Students will understand the integrative potential of an evolutionary perspective into abnormal behavior.
5. Students will be able to describe the general ethical and legal issues relating to psychiatric diagnosis and treatment (including duty to warn, commitment, and confidentiality issues).

6. Students will gain an appreciation of the complexities and consequences of labeling human behaviors and experiences as abnormal.
Required Text & Materials
· Raulin, M. (2003). Abnormal Psychology. Boston: Allyn & Bacon.
· CD-rom that comes with this textbook is also required

· Access to Blackboard: http://bb.hunter.cuny.edu/
Course Evaluation

Exams: There will be four unit exams for this course. Each exam is worth 100 points (25% of your grade). Exams can include any information discussed in lectures, some of which will not be in the textbook. If you should miss an exam (due to a documented medical or family emergency), you will take the make-up exam during the final exam period on Tuesday May 23, 2006 from 5:20 to 7:50. Exams that are missed for other reasons cannot be made up. 
Each exam covers material from the chapters and lectures listed for that section. None of the exams are cumulative, including the final exam, which will cover chapters 12 -15.
Grading Criteria: Four exams worth 100 points each, for a total of 400 possible points. There will not be extra credit offered.
 

Participation:  Even in this large lecture class, participation will be encouraged. Make sure to ask questions and offer comments! You’ll get much more out of the class. 
Academic Honesty
Students are expected to submit original work.  Where resources and sources of information are used, credit must be given to the original source.  For help when working on assignments, students are encouraged to consult with the Reading Writing Center, other students in the class, and of course, ME! Of course, we follow the Honor Code, and you are trusted to NOT cheat or plagiarize. This may be obvious, but please take this very seriously. Cheating will result in an automatic F.
PLAGIARISM:  In using articles and books for your papers, be sure to cite the references that you used.  Even if you are not directly quoting a source, but merely paraphrasing or summarizing it, you MUST give credit to that source.  This also applies to material obtained from the Internet or the World Wide Web.  A simple rule of thumb for deciding whether you need to acknowledge a source is to ask yourself whether you knew the information or held the opinion before you began preparing your paper.  If you did, there is no need to acknowledge the source.  Otherwise, you must acknowledge the source, using APA format described in class.  Any direct quotation MUST be indicated as such, either by using quotation marks or by indenting it, and the source must be cited immediately afterward.  This is true even if you are not quoting an entire sentence, but are quoting only a part of a sentence or a phrase.  Also, any assertions of fact must be supported by a cited reference for that information.  In addition, your paper must show evidence of a personal consideration of the topic.  Plagiarism is given zero tolerance by this instructor.  Students submitting papers that show evidence of having been written by someone else or of having been written by the student for some other purpose will receive a course grade of F and will be referred for Disciplinary action.
Hunter College regards acts of academic dishonesty (e.g., plagiarism, cheating on examinations, obtaining unfair advantage, and falsification of records and official documents) as serious offenses against the values of intellectual honesty. The college is committed to enforcing the CUNY Policy on Academic Integrity and will pursue cases of academic dishonesty according to the Hunter College Academic Integrity Procedures.

Note: Students who lend their papers to others and subsequently are plagiarized will be held responsible retroactively for the plagiarizing act as well.  Do not lend your paper for others to copy.

Grades are awarded based on a percentile system with plus/minus utilized.  Course grades are determined by the percentage of points you have earned out of the total points possible in the course. The grades for a particular percentage are shown below:  
	A+
	97.5- 100
	C+
	77.5 - 79.9

	A 
	92.5 - 97.4
	C
	70.0 - 77.4

	A - 
	90.0 - 92.4
	D
	60.0 - 69.9

	B+
	87.5 - 89.9
	F
	0.0 - 59.9

	B
	82.5 - 87.4
	
	

	B-
	80.0 - 82.4
	
	


Please feel free to talk with me during office hours or by appointment anytime during the semester concerning your progress in class. I welcome the opportunity to assist you in your academic endeavors. I would very much like to know each of you, and taking some time to visit me during my office hours or by appointment will greatly increase the likelihood of that happening!  
COURSE SCHEDULE

Reading assignment: January 26 to February 16
Chapter 1: Understanding Abnormal Behavior

Chapter 2: Diagnosis and Assessment

Chapter 3: Historical Perspectives on Psychopathology

Chapter 4: Current Perspectives on Psychopathology

Exam 1: Thursday February 16
**NO CLASS:
TUESDAY FEBRUARAY 21
Reading assignment: February 23 to March 16
Chapter 5: Schizophrenia and Other Psychotic Disorders

Chapter 6: The Study of Schizophrenia

Chapter 7: Mood Disorders
Chapter 8: Anxiety Disorders

Exam 2: Thursday March 16
Reading assignment: March 21 to April 23
Chapter 9: Stress, Health, and Somatoform Disorders

Chapter 10: Eating and Sleep Disorders

Chapter 11: Sexual and Gender Identity Disorders
Chapter 12: Personality Disorders

Exam 3: Tuesday April 11
**NO CLASSES:
THURSDAY APRIL 13 - APRIL 23
Reading assignment: April 25 to May 16
Chapter 13: Disorders First Apparent in Childhood

Chapter 14: Substance-Related Disorders

Chapter 15: Cognitive and Dissociative Disorders

Exam 4: Tuesday May 16
**Make-up exams will be completed during Finals Week, 5/23/06 from 5:20 – 7:50
