Hunter College - Spring, 2007

Psychology 301.051 - Sensation and Perception

Room HW 224, Tues/Thurs 5:35 - 6:50 pm

Professor: Mary M. Conte, PhD




Phone: 212-746-2356



Office hours: by appointment only




E-mail: mmconte@med.cornell.edu
Required Text: 

Goldstein, E. Bruce (2007). Sensation and Perception (7th ed.) Wadsworth -Thomson Learning

Important dates:  

February 15 (THUR) - NO CLASS (Classes follow a Monday schedule)

March 30 (FRI) - Last day for all students to WITHDRAW with a grade of “W” for this semester. 

April 2 – 10 (MON - TUES) – NO CLASS (Spring Recess)

May 1 (TUES) – CLASS PAPER DUE

May 17 (THUR) – LAST CLASS

May 22 (TUE) – FINAL EXAM (5:20 – 7:20 pm)

Course description:  The study of sensation and perception is the study of how the brain processes all the sensory inputs it receives to produce the perceptual world we experience. The objective of this course is to develop your understanding of how the sensory systems operate to obtain information about the world around us.

Requirements, guidelines, and expectations:  There will be 3 non-cumulative exams consisting of multiple choice, fill-in, and essay questions (75% of your grade). Exams will cover all lecture material and assigned readings. This class has a strict no-makeup exam policy. You must contact me prior to missing an exam; a missed exam will be recorded as a zero. A short paper (25% of your grade) is also required. Paper topics and specifics will be discussed later in the semester. 

Regular class attendance is strongly recommended. You are expected to participate in class discussions. 

If you choose to miss class, it is your responsibility to obtain class notes. The material in this course is challenging and interesting. If you find you are having difficulties grasping the material, please come and talk to me. Do not wait until the first exam, or worse, the end of the semester!! Do not make a habit of being late to class and please turn off your cell phones, pagers, etc.

Hunter's mandatory policy statement on plagiarism:

Official College statement:
"Hunter College regards acts of academic dishonesty (e.g., plagiarism, cheating on examinations, obtaining unfair advantage, and falsification of records and official documents) as serious offenses against the values of intellectual honesty. The college is committed to enforcing the CUNY Policy on Academic Integrity and will pursue cases of academic dishonesty according to the Hunter College Academic Integrity Procedures."

	Dates
	Topics
	Readings

	Jan 30, Feb 1
	Introduction to Perception
	Chapter 1

	Feb 6, 8 
	Physiology of Perception
	Chapter 2

	Feb 13, 20, 22
	Neurons and Perception
	Chapter 3

	Feb 27, Mar 1
	The Organized Brain
	Chapter 4, 

Ch 16 (351-362)

	March 6
	Exam 1 – Chapters 1 to 4
	

	Mar 8, 13
	Perceiving Objects 
	Chapter 5

	Mar 15
	Perceiving Visual Attention 
	Chapter 6

	Mar 20, 22
	Perceiving Color
	Chapter 7

	Mar 27, 29
	Depth and Size

Perceiving Movement

Perception and Action 
	Chapters 8, 9, 10

	April 12
	Exam 2 - Chapters 5 to 10
	

	Apr 17, 19
	Sound and the Auditory System 
	Chapter 11

	Apr 24, 26,

May 1
	Sound Localization & Auditory Scene 

Speech Perception
	Chaps 12 & 13

Ch 16 (363-367)

	May 3, 8, 10
	The Cutaneous Senses
	Chapter 14

	May 15, 17
	The Chemical Senses
	Chapter 15

Ch 16 (367-369)

	May 22
	FINAL EXAM – Chapters 11 to 15
	


