Hunter College of the City University of New York
Department of Psychology

PSY 235 Psychology of Women  





Spring 2007
Instructor:  Bibi S. Shah

HN 627 , 212-650-3717

bshah@gc.cuny.edu
Office hours:  by appt. 
Text: Hyde, Janet S. (2004). Half the human experience: The psychology of women.  7th ed., Boston: Houghton-Mifflin.


Suggested readings can be found at the end of the syllabus.
Course Objectives
1. To become familiar with feminist criticisms of traditional psychology.

2. To become familiar with current research and theory on the psychology of women.

3. To understand nonsexist research methods in psychology.

4. To empower students in the use of social science data -- whether to win an argument, inform yourself, or to make a decision.

5. If you are a woman, to understand yourself better; if you are a man, to understand women better.

Course Requirements and Grading

Please come to class having read the assigned readings for that class meeting in order to facilitate discussions that are meaningful to your learning experience. For each class session, write an entry in your journal about that class topic or discussion.
In addition there will also be a midterm and final exam.

Grading   Midterm ( 35 %) Final ( 35%) Journal ( 20%) and Class Participation/Attendance ( 10%)

Schedule of Class Meetings and Readings

Jan 29

Introduction, Course Overview
Feb 1

Ch. 1. Is there a psychology of women? Sexism, Feminism. Bias in research.
Feb 6

Ch. 2 Psychological Theories I, Psychoanalytic, Sociobiology and Evolutionary
Feb 8

Ch. 2 Psychological Theories II, Social Learning, Gender Schema and Feminist
Feb 13

Ch. 3 Meta Analysis and Gender Differences
Feb 20

Ch. 3 Meta Analysis and Gender Differences Continued
Feb 22

Ch. 5 Gender and Language and Ch. 6 Gender and Emotion
Feb 27

Ch. 7  Lifespan Development
Mar 1

Ch. 7 Lifespan Development  continued
Mar 6

Ch. 8 Abilities, Achievement and Motivation
Mar 8

Ch. 9 Women and Work * International Women’s Day
Mar 13

Ch. 4 Gender and Ethnicity
Mar 15

 Ch. 4  Gender and Ethnicity continued Review and Synthesis
Mar 20

Midterm Exam
Mar 22

Ch. 10 Biological Influences
Mar 27

Ch. 11   Women’s Health Issues
Mar 29

Ch. 11  Women’s Health Issues
Apr 12

Ch. 12   Female Sexuality
Apr 17

Ch. 12  Female Sexuality
Apr 19

Ch. 13 Lesbian and Bi-sexual women
Apr 24

Ch. 14 The Victimization of Women

Apr 26

Ch. 15  Women and Mental Health Issues
May 1

Ch. 15 Women and Mental Health Issues
May 3

Ch. 16 Psychology of Men
May 8

Are Men Really Necessary? When Sexes Collide. Maureen Dowd
May 10
* specal topics Female Genital Mutilation 
May 15
* special topics
May 17
Review and Synthesis
May 22
Final Exam 5:20-7:20 pm
Other Suggested Readings

Bolen, Jean Shinoda ( 1985) Goddesses in Every Women: A new Psychology of Women. New York: 

Harper Collins

Brooks, Geraldine ( 1995) Nine Parts of Desire. The Hidden World of Islamic Women.  Knopf 

Publishing Group

Brown, Lyn Mikel (2003). Girlfighting: Betrayal and rejection among girls.  New York: New York 

University Press.

Burk, Martha (2005). Cult of power: Sex discrimination in corporate America and what can be done about it.  New York: Scribner.
Dowd, Maureen ( 2006) Are Men Really Necessary: When Sexes Collide. Penguin Group: USA
Gilligan, Carol (1982). In a different voice: Psychological theory and women's development.  
Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press.


Mernissi, Fatima ( 1987) reprint 1992. The Veil and the Male Elite: A Feminist Interpretation of

Women’s Rights in Islam.  Perseus Publishing
Pipher, Mary (2005) Reviving Ophelia: Saving the Selves of Adolescent Girls. New York: Riverhead

