PSYCHOLOGY OF HUMAN SEXUALITY        Section 052                                                         Fall 2006

Professor Harding: Office = 631 North, 772-5047, harding@genectr.hunter.cuny.edu 

Office Hours: M 2-4pm and by appointment

Text: Hyde & DeLamater, Understanding Human Sexuality, Ninth Edition         Available at Shakespeare’s

Date 
Assignment                                                                                                  Pages 
W    8/30:
Introduction                                                                                                         1-23

M    9/04:
No class, Labor Day:

W    9/06:
Sex Research                                                                                                    44-70

M    9/11:
Sex Hormones and Sexual Differentiation                                                       86-113

W    9/13:
Sexual Anatomy                                                                                                71-95

M    9/18:
Menstruation and Menopause                                                                       114-131

W    9/20:
Menstruation and Menopause, continued                                                                   

M    9/25:
Physiology of Sexual Response                                                                   204-228

W    9/27:
Techniques of Arousal and Communication                                                 229-259

M   10/02:
No class

W   10/04:
Sexual Disorders and Sex Therapy                                                              459-483

M   10/09:
No class, Columbus Day

W   10/11:
Conception, Pregnancy, and Childbirth   



       132-167                                                      

M   10/16:
First Exam

W   10/18:
Pregnancy, continued, Contraception                                                            168-192

M   10/23:
Contraception continued, Abortion                                                                193-204

W   10/25:
Sexually Transmitted Diseases                                                                     484-509

M   10/30:
Sexually Transmitted Diseases, continued                                          

W   11/01:
Theories of Human Sexuality                                                                            24-43

M   11/06: 
Sexuality and the Life Cycle, Childhood and Adolescence                            260-285

W   11/08:
Sexuality and the Life Cycle, Adulthood                                                        286-311

M   11/13:
Second Exam

W   11/15:
Attraction, Intimacy, & Love, Gender & Sexuality                                          312-357

M   11/20:
Sexual Orientation                                                                                         358-387

W   11/22:
No class, Friday schedule

M   11/27:
Variations in Sexual Behavior                                                                        388-411

W   11/29:
Sexual Coercion                                                                                            412-434

M   12/04:
Sex for Sale                                                                                                   435-457

W   12/06:
Ethics, Religion, & Sexuality, Sex & the Law                                                 510-564

M   12/11:
Sex and Culture 

W   12/13:
Sex and Work 

W   12/20:
Final Exam
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Office Hours: M 2-4pm and by appointment    Psychology Department Office 611N, 772-5550
Grading Policy:  Your grade in this course will be based primarily on the three exams (Exam 1, Exam 2, and Final).  Each exam covers approximately one third of the course material.  In other words, the final covers the last third of the course; it is not cumulative.

Exams are based primarily on the material covered in the lectures.  A few questions will also come from material presented on Bb.  The best advice I can give on mastering the material presented in class is to read the assignments prior to each class.  That way you come into class with a basic understanding of the material to be covered.  This makes it much easier to follow the lectures and to take accurate notes.  You will notice that there are no assigned readings for some topics.  This is because they are not covered in your textbook.  If you miss these lectures, you will not have the material you need to answer exam questions on these topics.

     Each exam will have the same format.  There will be about 35 true/false questions worth one point each, 30 multiple choice questions worth two points each, a required essay worth 5 points, and an essay for extra credit worth five points.  On some exams you may have a choice of essay questions.

     The exams will be weighted equally with one exception.  If your grade is at least 10 points higher on the second exam, the grade for the first exam will be dropped and replaced by the grade for the second exam.  The same policy holds for the final.  If your grade on the final is at least 10 points higher than your grade on the second exam, the grade for the second exam will be dropped and replaced by your grade on the final.  So, for example, if you got 45, 72, 81, your final grade would be (72 + 72 +81)/3 = 75, not 66.  If you got 45, 72, 85, your final grade would be 85.  However, if your grades go downhill over the semester, they will be averagedByou do not get to eliminate your lower scores.  So if you got 85, 72, 45, your grade will be 67.3.  

     I use this grading policy because this course requires that you master both the material presented, and develop the ability to recombine the material in different ways, to evaluate it, and to present your ideas.  Some students do this quickly, but for many this presents new challenges.  This grading policy rewards those who work to master these tasks, even if they did not have the skills initially.

Extra Credit:  Additional credit will be given for thoughtful participation in discussions during class or in discussions in Blackboard.  Credit will be given for providing newspaper or magazine articles, websites, or information about upcoming TV shows relevant to the course.  An important part of this course is learning to evaluate material.  You will receive more credit if you provide a good evaluation of the material you provide than if you just post a resource.. You will also be given credit for answering another student=s question, if it is a good answer.  You cannot earn extra credit by any other means.  There will be no extra credit projects.  Total extra credit could increase your grade by 25 points for the semester.  25 points could increase your grade from a C to a B-, a B- to a B+, etc.  It is not sufficient to raise it an entire grade, e.g. C to B, C+ to B+.

Questions about course material should be asked during class or posted to the Discussion Board in Blackboard.  Please make sure you put your questions under the most appropriate heading.  Questions posted under an incorrect topic will not be answered or credited.
Late Exams:  Exams will be given on the date set in the syllabus, unless otherwise announced in class and on Bb.  If you miss an exam, you must take a makeup exam.  All makeup exams will be essay tests.
Cheating: Attempting to cheat on exams will not be tolerated.  No materials may be consulted during exams.  You may not wear earphones.  You may not use your phone.  You may not leave the room until you are finished.  You may not copy from someone else.  You may not have someone else take your exam.  Anyone attempting to cheat on an exam will receive an F for the course.
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e-mail  

1) All e-mail should be sent to me at harding@genectr.hunter.cuny.edu   This is the only address I use.  Do not send e-mail via Bb, it does not get to me.

2) If you send me an e-mail, please include your full name (not just your e-mail alias) and your section number.  I will not respond to e-mails that do not provide this basic information.  I make every effort to answer e-mail as quickly as possible.  

3) If you do not receive a reply in three days, please resend your message.  

4) General questions about the course should be posted to the appropriate heading on the Bb website.  E-mail should be used to schedule appointments or deal with other individual issues. 

Blackboard  If you have not used Blackboard (Bb) previously, go to the following website:

http://bb.hunter.cuny.edu/
On this page you will find the following instructions.  Follow the instructions to obtain a CUNY portal ID and then access the Bb site.

· You will need a CUNY PORTAL ID to access Blackboard 6.  See the instructions for creating a portal account. 

· Once you have a portal ID, access Blackboard 6 through the CUNY portal 

https://portal.cuny.edu/portal/site/cuny/index.jsp  

or the Blackboard doorway  

https://doorway.cuny.edu/Doorway?ApplicationName=blackboard&mode=ssn . 

· When you log into Blackboard, you may not see links for all Hunter courses for which you are registered; you will see links only for those courses for which your instructor has created a Blackboard course site. 

· More Blackboard 6 information is provided on this page. 

· For assistance, call 650-3624 or email snet@hunter.cuny.edu.
This site should provide all the information you need to use Bb successfully.  You can access Bb either through the CUNY portal or if the portal is having problems (as it often has in the past) you can use the Bb doorway which some people call the side door.  If you are registered for this section of Psych 170, you should have access to our Bb website.  If you cannot get into the website, contact ICIT at the number/e-mail address provided above.  If you still have difficulty getting in, please let me know.

